
Checklist

Before committing yourself to a lease, the following items should be checked. 
Be certain of your choice before signing a lease or filling out an application 
because, once signed, these are both legally binding contracts.

 •  Do all the appliances work? (Ice in the freezer; an oven that heats 
adequately; burners that heat evenly.)

 •  Are the locks on the entrance door of the building and on the door to the 
apartment in reasonable condition? Check the doors for signs of break-ins. 
As it is impossible to determine who has a key to your apartment, the lock 
on the apartment door should be changed when you move in (this is 
usually at the tenant's expense).

 •  Check the taps for hot water and the water pressure. Are the drains 
clogged?

 •  Are the sinks and bath-tub cracked or leaking? Check for water damage.
 •  Do the pipes freeze in the winter? Rust in the sinks, mould on pipes, and 

leaking faucets are all evidence of poor plumbing.
 •  If the apartment or room is furnished, is the furniture in reasonable 

condition? Does it belong to the landlord or to the previous tenant?
 •  Are there three-pronged electrical outlets in every room? Are there 

enough electrical outlets for all of your lamps and appliances? How would 
you shut off the electricity and the water in case of an emergency?

 •  Is heat included in the rent, or does the tenant pay for it? Is the 
apartment heated with gas or with electricity? Does the apartment have its 
own thermostat? Are there radiators or heating ducts in each room? If you 
are responsible for the costs of heating the apartment, make sure that you 
do not simply accept an approximation of what these costs are likely to be 
from the landlord.

 •  Is the dwelling well insulated? Check to see if the windows fit properly. The 
number of outside faces (roof, outer walls) the apartment has will also 
affect heating costs.

 •  Is there proper ventilation? Do all the windows in the unit open? Are there 
locks on windows that are at street level?

 •  Are there fire exits in the back and front of the building? How would one 
get out of the building in case of fire? Make sure that fire exits are not 
blocked or used as storage space. Is there a smoke detector in the 
apartment or hallway?

 •  Are janitorial services offered? Find out from someone in the building how 
responsive the landlord is to problems with the dwelling.

 •  Is there enough storage space? If there is a locker in the basement, find 
out who has access to that area, and what kind of lock is on the door?

Questions to ask a prospective landlord before you sign a lease



 •  How long did the last tenant stay, and what rent did she or he pay?
 •  Are there other students living in the building?
 •  Have there been any major repairs or renovations done in the past year?
 •  Are any major repairs anticipated for the upcoming year?
 •  Who will be responsible for repairs, including small ones?
 •  Will any repairs, including small ones, that are to be completed before I 

move in, be put in writing?
 •  Is there a phone number at which the landlord or superintendent can be 

reached in case of emergency?
 •  How is rent payment to be made (by mail, by giving it to the janitor or 

directly to the landlord)?
 •  Where are the laundry facilities and the nearest grocery stores located?
 •  How often does the nearest bus run?


